Furieri & Co. brings modern approach
to an art form that began in 4000 B.C.
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.THIRD GENERATION: Jean-Francols Furieri of iconoplast

Designs Inc. continues the business that his grandfather
started In Italy in the early 1900s.

The public is rarely aware of
the obstacles constantly faced by
independent business people —
and not just those in the high-
technology field, where simply
being “new” is enough to stop
many in their tracks.

Many Torontonians have seen

The Phantom of the Opera and
admired the rative detail
and omamentation of the city’s
newly restored Pantages Theatre.
Some would even ize the
name of Jean-Francois Furieri as
the lead craftsman, president and
ovner of lconoplast Designs Inc.,
who is responsible for much of
the meticulous decorative resto-
ration.
. Veryl few pmpthele know that
conoplast was the only company
that had the nerve to bid on the
project. And even fewer know
that when Furieri approached his
insurance . co for a per-
formance bond, which was re-
quired by the general contractor
to secure the contract for the job,
he was refused on the grounds
that he did not have any audited
statements for his company.

Family business

What do do? If you are
Jean-Francois Furieri, you simply
sign over title of home to
the contractor and go to work!
Like his father and grandfather,
Furieri is devoted to the art of
decorative plastering.

Dominique Furieri originated
the famil qbusmm in [?arllg?.lin the
i]argl%l s and then mavﬁiit to

rs. The exquisite molds and
models found 31utl'm com 's
studios md?v were crafted
him. One of his major projects
was all of the decorative r-
ing at the Hotel Carlton in
Cannes, a structure of 200
rooms, built in 1912. For the past

10 years, it has been oin
a major restoration m%
Dominique Furieri's meticulous
file keeping, the company was

able to old photographs,
drawi drafts to icate
fio oiginal otecs. T

Dominique’s son, Jean-Domi-
nique, expanded the business
when it moved to France. Word
of the brilliant craftsman quickly
spread through the international
community. Among those who
commissioned his work was
Sheik Ahmed Zaki Yamani, for-
mer chairman of OPEC.

Growing up, Jean-Francois
was put to work cleaning the
family shop and casting small ro-
settes and cornices. Soaking up
knowledge and skill from his dad
and fellow artists, he spent the

from 1968 to 1980 becom-
ing_an architectural, sculptural
craftsman.

Furieri has two versions of
why he moved to Canada in
1980. irfggﬁsiuna]lyh he will tell

, "differences and opportuni-
%ﬁ; in Canada beckoned.” As
soon as he arrived he was hired
by Balmar Architectural
Prtvateg,r, he will tell
wife, Sylvie, whom
Cannes, is Canadian.”

For seven years he honed his
craft and established a name in
the Canadian trade. When it
came time for his father to retire
in 1987, he was ready to take
over the family business and
m%“ﬂ?ﬁm last Desi

e Iconop ign
touch can be seen and appreciat-
ed in several public places, in-
cluding Montreal's Cineplex

E%;tlan theatre.
| of Furieri's competitors in
the trade declined to bid on the
8.4 foot Capitals that sit atop the
Wmng]umns m‘ir}&';;sslhl t
it was e to
make them that size,” Furieri ex-
lains. “They didn't have the
hﬂw."
Recently, Iconoplast invested
in a state-of-the-art Computer

"HI};
met in

As;isted Design (gAD] system
and computer cs
that enable meri tm
original ggsign& scan hlllm exist-
ing graphic images or rints
and alter them or other existi
designs of any ification wit
impressive and accuracy.

With access to this new tech-
En_logy. Furéedri's cnm&r is

ringing a modern app to'a
tmﬁ%ona! art. Few artistic en-
deavors that will thrive in the
next decade and into the 2lst
century can trace their origins as
far back as 4000 B.C. One of the
earliest attempts was done with
mud. But decorative plastering as
we know it today was not exten-
sively employed until the rise of
Grecian art around 500 B.C.

Small sphinx

Furieri explains that his
company’s name comes from the
word “iconoclast,” a person who
attacks established or traditional
concepts, principles, laws, etc.
One time he was asked to r;pm-
duce a small sphinx for a client
and delivered it sporting both an
earring and a pony tail.

The next time you're in the

Panlaﬁ‘a: Theatre, ad the
magnificent decorative plaster
artwork and thinking what a

world-class city you live in,
remember it wasn't Garth Dra-
binsky’s big bucks nor the gener-
al contractor's organizational
skills that are solely responsible.

A third-generation, independ-
ent business person believed so
much in his emglom;nd him-
self that he put his family's home
on the block to prove it.

On behalf of many in Toronto,
Jean-Franceois: You shouldn't
have had to do it — but we're
glad you did. Thank you.

O Herve De Jordy welcomes
questions, comments or inquiries
on starting own business.
Write to: On Your Own, The
Toronto Star, 1 Yonge St., Toron-
to, M5E 1EB. Not every letter can
be answered but all will be con-
sidered.



